
GREATER FALL RIVER VOCATIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT  

HOUSEBUILDING/FACILITIES SUB-COMMITTEE MINUTES 

SUPERINTENDENT’S CONFERENCE ROOM  

MAY 14, 2019 

 

 In attendance: Donald DiBiasio, Paul Jennings, Joan Menard, Gregory Brilhante, Elvio Ferreira, and 

Deborah Kenney. 

 

 The meeting began with a roll call at 5:32 p.m.  

 

 It was moved by Mr. Jennings, seconded by Ms. Menard, and voted unanimously to dispense with the 

reading of the March 14, 2019 minutes and approve them, as recorded.  

 

 Mrs. Torres reported on the 2018-19 housebuilding project – cabinets will be installed soon, floors are 

90% done, and painting is almost done. The meeting with PICAN will be held on May 21st. The project will be 

done in June.  

 

 Mrs. Torres reported on the 2019-20 housebuilding project. The applicant from Westport was told that 

the house could not done due to the size of the home. Another application had been received, but the applicant 

withdrew the application.  She discussed a few options for a 2019-20 project – 1) approaching the Diman 

Bengal Foundation to purchase land, sell the home and donate the funds to Diman. There was a discussion 

about whether the Foundation could get the financing; 2) reach out to Mr. Dion about partnering with PICAN to 

build another home; or, 3) converting the containers on the property into sheds for storage.   

 

Dr. Ferreira discussed the idea of expansion in the school building. He would like to meet with the 

Committee to discuss the possibility of such a project. Mr. Jennings explained that the Fall River Fire Dept. 

would like to build an 80’ x 100’ garage. Mr. Jennings will forward the request from the Fire Chief. Mr. 

DiBiasio stated that the FRFD project could be done while the shed project is completed. Dr. Ferreira further 

discussed the options of adding a second floor to the LPN building or a stand-alone structure for a District 

office, as District offices are not covered under the MSBA program. Mr. DiBiasio asked if it is advantageous to 

do such a project being in the MSBA Feasibility Study and the cost of such a project. There was a discussion on 

portable classrooms and the cost associated with it. Dr. Ferreira stated that the MSBA board meeting is 

scheduled for June 26th and there should be more answers then.  Mr. DiBiasio asked about the Swansea DPW 

garage project. Mrs. Torres stated that the project cannot be completed because of the septic. Mrs. Torres 

provided an update on the the projects list with the Committee. Mr. DiBiasio asked about the shed bid raffle. 

Mrs. Torres stated that it was a bid process for the two sheds, one was sold for $2,005 and the other for $1,800. 

There has been a request from the Bengal Education Foundation to make a shed for their fundraiser next year. 

Mr. Emanuel Botelho explained that the shed costs $1,800 to build.  

 

Mrs. Kenney provided a report on the foyer security vestibule project – she received a draft of the bid 

and the bid opening will be held on June 5th. There was a discussion about the design of the project. 

 

  It was moved by Mr. Jennings, seconded by Ms. Menard, and voted unanimously to adjourn the Sub-

Committee meeting at 5:55 p.m. 

 

       Respectfully Submitted,  

       Lucy Thompsen 

       Lucy Thompsen 

Materials Included: March 14, 2019 Minutes 

   Projects List 

   Lobby Renovation Drawings   
      


